Magnitudes of neurological disorders in a farming town in Kyushu, Japan: frequency of neurological symptoms and signs.
We examined 1,270 elderly residents aged 60 years and over in a cross-sectional study of a standardized clinical examination to determine the frequency of 'abnormal' neurological findings in 27 randomly selected communities in the town of Mifune, Japan. The survey showed one or more neurological symptoms in 89.1%, and one or more signs in 94.4% of the examined elderly. Most of the symptoms and signs increased with age, especially after 70 years, indicating the importance of neurological afflictions in the community health of the elderly.